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tion site plan completed in 1983, none of the other commu-
nication site facilities have plans. Site plans are expected to
be completed or updated for the Bear Trap, Pipe Organ,
Armstead Mountain and Maurer Mountain communication
sites prior to the end of 2005.

The BLM has not formally designated any right-of-way
corridors or use areas within the planning area, although
attempts are made to group compatible facilities where pos-
sible. The DFO currently has no right-of-way exclusion or
avoidance areas. In accordance with the 1979 Dillon MFP,
when feasible, power distribution lines are required to be
buried when located on public lands within 1/4 mile on each
side of the Madison River from Quake Lake to the northern
planning area boundary to protect scenic values.

The DFO administers six Sec. 302 FLPMA temporary land
use permits involving about 40 acres of BLM lands (LR2000
Database Report, April 2002). These permits are issued for
a term of up to three years and are for the temporary use of
public lands for agricultural use. There are no leases or ease-
ments under Sec. 302 of FLPMA or airport leases located in
the planning area. Only one R&PP lease exists within the
area administered by the DFO. This 90-acre lease is held by
the Dillon Rifle and Pistol Club and expires in 2008. R&PP
transfers are discussed below under Land Ownership Ad-
justment.

Currently, the DFO analyzes requests for land use authori-
zations and applies mitigation measures on a case-by-case
basis.

LAND OWNERSHIP ADJUSTMENT
Land ownership (or land tenure) adjustment refers to those
actions that result in the disposal of BLM lands and/or the
acquisition of non-Federal lands or interests.

Current planning guidance with respect to land ownership
is provided by the 1979 Dillon MFP as supplemented by
State Director guidance issued in 1984 (USDI-BLM 1984b).
This guidance was later amended by the 1989 State
Director’s guidance pertaining to access (see the Access sec-
tion). This direction establishes land exchange as the pre-
dominant method of land ownership adjustment. It also es-
tablishes retention, disposal, and acquisition criteria to be
used in categorizing the public lands. Criteria in the supple-
ment were used to identify retention zones within the plan-
ning area. There are currently approximately 811,228 acres
(90 percent) of BLM lands located within retention zones
in the planning area. These retention zones typically include
the better blocked BLM lands that meet the retention crite-
ria. Although lands in retention zones can be disposed of
when significant public benefits are realized, the goal gen-
erally is to retain or enhance public land holdings within
these zones. Lands outside these retention zones are gener-
ally available for the full range of land ownership adjust-
ment opportunities – including retention, exchange, sale, or

transfer. Land ownership adjustment proposals in  
ning area are analyzed in  
aforementioned guidance.

Since the completion of the Dillon MFP in September of
1979, the primary means of land ownership adjustment
within the planning area has been through exchange. Twenty-
three exchanges affecting Federal and/or non-Federal lands
within the planning area have been completed during this
time period. The DFO has been using exchanges extensively
to improve public land ownership patterns by generally dis-
posing of small, isolated tracts of public land with limited
resource values and acquiring non-Federal land with higher
public resource values adjacent to larger blocks of public
land. Lands in the planning area have also been used in ex-
changes mandated by Congress. During this same time pe-
riod, the DFO has also completed one land purchase along
the Beaverhead River about 12 miles southwest of Dillon
and one public land sale approximately 17 miles north of
Dillon.

The Recreation and Public Purposes (R&PP) Act authorizes
the transfer of public lands in addition to leases when it
serves the public interest. The DFO completed five R & PP
transfers since the approval of the MFP. Three of the trans-
fers have been to Montana FWP for additions to Bannack
State Park, one has been to Madison County for a historic
monument, and one to the Montana Heritage Commission
also for historic monument purposes. During this same time
period, no lands have been conveyed for agricultural en-
tries under the Desert Land Act or Carey Act, nor have any
lands been conveyed for airport grants, Indian allotments,
color-of-title actions, railroad or state grants.

Table 29 lists land ownership adjustment actions for the
planning area since the completion of the Dillon MFP in
September of 1979. Note that acreage figures are approxi-
mate.

the plan-
project specific reviews using the

Table 29 
Land Ownership Adjustment Actions Since 1979 

Type of Action Number Acres Acres 
Type of Action of Actions Disposed Acquired 

Public Sales 1 20 — 

Purchases 1 2,244 
R&PP Transfers 5 1,270 — 

Land Exchanges 23 38,343 21,682 

Total Acres 39,633 23,926 
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